
SHACKLEFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting on 25 March 2025

Present – Bridget Carter-Manning (Chairman), Fran Nowlan (Vice Chairman), Sally Wyse, Philip Randall and Kate Lingard (Clerk).  
Members of the Public – Neil and Jenny Smith, Anthony Isaacs and David Sowerbutts. 

PUBLIC SESSION – DS thought it would be a good idea to try to publicise better the dates of SPC meetings. The agendas/dates appear on the Shackleford Parish Council website but it was suggested that they also be published in the Shackleford Newsletter. The clerk to send DS the dates and any other useful information before the meetings. 

AGENDA
61/24 - Apologies for Absence – Matt Furniss, Paula Booth and Sallie Barker

62/24 - Declarations of Interest –none

63/24 - Minutes of meeting held on 20 January 2024 – these were approved and signed 

63/24 - Matters Arising (for information only) - none

65/24 - County and Borough Councillors – not present but see appendix for MF latest comments. 

66/24 - Highways and Byways – see appendix. 

67/24 - Jubilee Field and St Mary’s and St Nicolas Churches – the recent PCC meetings held to discuss the financial issues facing the churches were discussed. The meetings highlighted some of the positives and negatives of both churches and went into the detail of the financial challenges facing them. It was agreed it would be very sad to see St Mary’s close but problems with the floor, roof and spire (amongst other things) made it difficult to see any way that it could be kept open in the long term. Concerns about the access and parking at St Nicholas were raised, as the car park and access rights are not owned by the Church and this could cause issues in the future, particularly if St Nicholas was the sole church in the parish. DS said he had been asked to include some information in the Shackleford Newsletter about giving regular financial support to the Church. The Jubilee Field was briefly discussed. Whilst SPC still supported the idea of an arboretum, as previously set out, which would remove any liability of the PCC towards the Field, it was agreed not to raise this again at present while the PCC faced such difficult financial questions. 

68/24 - Shackleford Community Playground – BCM read out an update from the new committee which has recently overseen the re-opening of the playground and renewal of the insurance. A contract (at no cost) has been signed with Eibe for a detailed inspection every 8 weeks. The first inspection has been carried out and a few minor points raised in addition to the need to top up the play bark. Fortnightly inspections are being carried out and records kept by the committee. The committee had also repaired the fence/gate to the playground and undertaken some fundraising. Many thanks to the volunteers for such a great start. The committee raised the issue of pub glassware being taken into the playground. There are signs in place, but these are being ignored. It was agreed the committee should approach the pub again to ask for their assistance dissuading patrons from taking glassware into the playground and to ask them to check regularly and remove any glassware found. 

69/24 - Finance – (a) Expenses - the following payments and cheques werea approved and signed where necessary:
	Date
	Amount
	Reason for expenditure
	VAT
	Payee

	1/2/25
	£9.95
	Website fee
	1.66
	34SP

	1/3/25
	£9.95
	Website fee
	1.66
	34SP

	25/3/25
	£81.55
	Clerk’s expenses   
	0
	Kate Lingard 

	25/3/25
	£25
	Hall Hire
	0
	Shackleford Centre

	25/3/25
	£406.17
	Donation to Playground Committee to cover insurance 
	0
	Shackleford Community Playground 

	25/3/25
	£114.97
	Repairs to fence and gate by Cyder House Field 
	0
	P. Nilsson

	25/3/25
	£250
	Donation 
	0
	Surrey Air Ambulance Charity 



70/24 - Defibrillator and CPR training evening – it was agreed that SPC try to arrange a training evening on a Thursday in May or June. SW to find a possible date when the hall is free. 

71/24 - 80th Anniversary VE Day – It was agreed it was too late notice to organise any celebrations in Shackleford but there are national celebrations on Bank Holiday Monday 5 May 2025.

72/24 – Other correspondence – a request had been received from the Surrey Air Ambulance Charity and it was agreed to donate £250. A cheque was signed. 

73/24 - 	Meeting dates
Tuesday 20 May 			Monday 7 July 		
Monday 8 September 		Monday 	10 November 			Draft 26/03/25
