
SHACKLEFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting on 20 January 2025

Present – Bridget Carter-Manning (Chairman), Fran Nowlan (Vice Chairman), Sally Wyse, Philip Randall, Sallie Barker (GBC) and Kate Lingard (Clerk).  
 
Members of the Public – Neil and Jenny Smith, Anthony Isaacs and Drew Baker. 

PUBLIC SESSION – issues with GBC Planning Department were again raised. SB said there were still long delays determining some applications. Residents and councillors do not feel that the Planning Department take notice or even read comments sent in about applications which is very disappointing. 

AGENDA
50/24 - Apologies for Absence – Matt Furniss and Paula Booth.

51/24 - Declarations of Interest –none. 

52/24 - Minutes of meeting held on 18 November 2024 – these were approved and signed 

53/24 - Matters Arising (for information only) - none

54/24 - County and Borough Councillors – MF was unable to attend but had updated his comments section on the List of Parish Issues (attached).  He also sent the following local updates:

· New way to report and track issues on Surrey’s roads and pavements – SCC’s new ‘FixMyStreet’ online reporting tool makes it easier for residents to report potholes, faulty traffic signals and other street defects. FixMyStreet allows people to quickly and simply report issues in their area and is accessed via the County Council’s website. Residents can also sign up to see issues which have already been reported, get local updates and track progress of repairs.  To report an issue and see existing reports in your area visit https://tellus.surreycc.gov.uk/ 

· SURREY CONNECT – On demand buses are now available in East, Central, North and South West Surrey to help residents get around the county. Accessible minibuses are available for travel for everyone and run Monday to Friday from 7am to 7pm and on Saturdays from 8am to 6pm.  Journeys can be booked with 30 minutes notice or up to 7 days in advance.  There is a charge based on how many miles are travel starting from £2 for adults.  Journeys can be booked online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/surreyconnect  or via the Surrey Connect App 

· Where to Report Flooding - Please let Surrey CC know of any issues with standing water after rainfall. 
Report issues online at SCC’s website https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roadworks-and-maintenance/maintenance/drainage and for emergencies call 0300 2001003 

SB reported that the Government was keen to push ahead with devolution of local authorities and SCC had already put in an application to form a unitary authority. SCC May elections may therefore be postponed and we will know more by the end of January. 

SB said that GBC officers had now decided on the management plan for Hurtmore Field and will send the details/map to BCM/clerk. BCM said she was disappointed not to have been included in the meeting between the Borough Councillors and Parks Officers at which the plan was decided, as she and PB had met with residents several times and had good knowledge of their views and the history involved.  

BCM and AI raised the issue of the outstanding planning applications relating to Eashing Lane and the Hurst Farm playing fields/access/Sang and their frustration that these applications were taking a long time to determine and were not being viewed holistically. The playing fields were not required/wanted by any local club and there were concerns about who would maintain and manage them and it was again agreed that access onto Eashing Lane for planned matches etc was unsuitable and it was hoped that GBC would question these applications and seek to protect the rural character/consider safety issues of Eashing Lane. SB to raise with GBC. 

55/24 - Highways and Byways – see appendix. BCM reported that a resident had complained that the Speed Reduction Scheme (part of a SCC wide initiative) planned for the centre of the village was unnecessary and costly and SPC should be ‘ashamed’ of its support for the scheme. BCM said there had been a full online SCC consultation with few objections received and it was noted that over the years SPC had received many comments from residents saying that it was dangerous to walk with young children and prams to school/nursery and those present agreed the centre of the village was dangerous during rush hour traffic. The Parish Council therefore continued to support the initiative. 

56/24 - Jubilee Field – following the November meeting, SPC had sent another letter to the PCC (Parochial Church Council) outlining their support for the arboretum proposal on the Field. A reply from the PCC had been sent on 19th January, the day before the meeting. BCM read out the letter. 
The crux of the issue is that the PCC maintain that they own the Field and see it as a potentially valuable asset, whilst SPC assert that the Field is a community asset, bought with donations from the community to celebrate the 1935 Jubilee, and the PCC is only trustee of the Field and cannot benefit financially from its trusteeship.  The councillors were sympathetic to financial pressures faced by the PCC, but did not believe such issues should determine the future of the Field.  The PCC stated in their response that they rejected the arboretum proposal and would cease work on the Field to focus instead on pressing financial issues and promoting the Gospel. It was agreed by all that this was a total impasse, and the next step would be for SPC to meet with the Guildford Diocesan Board of Finance (the Custodian Trustee of the Field) to see if they would support the arboretum proposal. The Parish Council continues to support the arboretum proposal put forward by AI because it would remove any financial liabilities/legal costs of the PCC relating to the Field, cover the costs of reinstatement of the Field and costs of establishment of an arboretum, protect the Field from development or deterioration and provide an asset for the community to enjoy. BCM/AI/DB and clerk to arrange a meeting with PCC and GDBF. 

57/24 - Playground – FN had positive news and said that she, BCM and the clerk had met with EIBE. EIBE was very keen to support the playground as a valuable local asset and had kindly agreed to carry out free regular checks and basic maintenance work. Furthermore, an appeal in the Shackleford Newsletter had led to a small group of volunteers coming forward. BCM, FN and the clerk had met the volunteers and who had now taken over the running of the playground committee and would liaise with EIBE and the Cyder House and sort insurance, with help from Rachel Veal (outgoing committee) during the transition - great news and thank you to all the volunteers. BCM noted that the gate to the playground (near the SPC car park) may be in need of repair and this would be for SPC to sort.

58/24 - Finance – (a) Expenses – the following payments and cheques were approved and signed where necessary:
	Date
	Amount
	Reason for expenditure
	VAT
	Payee

	1/12/24
	£9.95
	Website fee
	1.66
	34SP

	1/1/25
	£9.95
	Website fee
	1.66
	34SP

	20/01/25
	£87.60
	Clerk’s expenses   
	0
	Kate Lingard 

	20/01/25
	£25
	Hall Hire
	0
	Shackleford Centre



(b) Budget – councillors reviewed the budget and approved an increase of £2 for a Band D property. This will mean that a Band D property (the average property) will pay £47.50 for 2025/6. This will increase the precept from £16,908 to £17,898. This is needed to cover the removal of the Local Council Support Grant, the imposition of Employers National insurance (due to the lowering of the threshold to £5,000) and general inflation on costs. Clerk to submit the relevant form to GBC. 

59/24 - Other Correspondence – BCM said it was time to organise another CPR training session for residents. SW to check what dates the hall could be available and clerk to contact St John’s Ambulance to see if they still offer refresher courses. 

60/24 - 	Meeting dates
Tuesday 25 March  	Tuesday 20 May 			
Monday 7 July 		Monday 8 September 		
Monday 	10 November 

Draft 21/01/25









