
SHACKLEFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting on 18 November 2024

Present – Bridget Carter-Manning (Chairman), Fran Nowlan (Vice Chairman), Sally Wyse, Philip Randall, Paula Booth, Matt Furniss (SCC/GBC), Sallie Barker (GBC) and Kate Lingard (Clerk).  
 
Members of the Public – Fred Bourne, Anthony Isaacs, Drew Baker and Rachel Veal. 

PUBLIC SESSION – littering on the A3 slip road was raised by DB and MF said it was best to report it online. 

AGENDA
37/24 - Apologies for Absence – none.

38/24 - Declarations of Interest –none. 

39/24 - Minutes of meeting held on 9 September 2024 – these were approved and signed 

40/24 - Matters Arising (for information only) - none

41/24 - County and Borough Councillors – see attached Parish Issues list. SB and MF said they had met with residents at Hurtmore to discuss the maintenance of Hurtmore field and recommendations, made in conjunction with the GBC team, would be published soon. SB said that the government was proposing a reordering of local authorities to make one unitary or combined authority in each county, with an elected mayor. Such changes could be agreed by March 2025. Complaints about the efficiency of the planning department at GBC were again raised.

42/24 - Highways and Byways – see attached Parish Issues list. BCM said that a new battery had been bought and installed in the VAS sign in Hurtmore and PR said he would download the data from the sign. 

43/24 – Speed Restriction – MF said the consultation was live (details on the SPC website) and encouraged residents to register their comments, even if they were only to simply state support for the planned restrictions. BCM said that SPC would like to be involved in the decision-making about how to mark any new speed restrictions as roundels may not be desirable and some junctions were already cluttered with signs.

44/24 - Jubilee Field and PCC – SPC had still not received a formal reply from the PCC to the letter dated 3rd July so did not have any definitive news to report on the future of the Field. However, it was understood that the PCC had been approached by a club or clubs wanting to use the Field. SPC did not know if the PCC had received any more legal advice or correspondence from the Charity Commission. DB said he could still remember the Field being used by local football clubs around 40 years ago and it was a shame to see the it in such a dilapidated state. SPC was still of the opinion that, as trustee of the field, the PCC was not in a position to use the proceeds of any lease/ licence/ sale of the field for themselves. The Field had been bought with donations from the community and should still be considered as a community asset.

Support for the Arboretum proposal was again expressed. The proposal had been suggested, and would be funded, by a resident and would cover the costs involved in transferring the legal title, setting up and maintaining an Arboretum in perpetuity. Such a generous offer may not continue to be available, and it was agreed that SPC write again to the PCC to express their support for this proposal, ask the PCC to clarify their current thinking and reiterate the desire to find a solution acceptable to all before the Field deteriorate even further. SPC would also consider writing to the Charity Commission for advice, as the PCC is the charity trustee of the Field and would also consider writing to the Guildford diocese to see if this matter could be progressed.

45/24 - Playground – BCM reported that, unfortunately, the volunteer who had agreed to carry out the playground checks and take over the committee had resigned without notice the week before, stating that he did not believe the playground was of any benefit to the community or the pub. The playground therefore had been closed, a sign had been put up and the access gate/fence has been padlocked. The Cyder House had agreed they would fix the fence between the pub garden and the playground – BCM to follow up. It was agreed that the playground may have to be permanently closed due to lack of volunteers to run the committee. RV would contact the insurers to notify them of the situation. FN and the clerk to write a notice for the Shackleford newsletter. The clerk to contact Eibe to ask for advice on possible decommission of the playground and costs involved. BCM said that the playground could be joined back into the Cyder House field. 



46/24 – Planning applications
	Application 
	Property 
	Proposal 
	Comments 

	24/P/01553
	1 Northside Cottages, Hurtmore Road, Hurtmore GU7 2RL
	Creation of new vehicular access
	No objections



47/24 - Finance 
(a) Expenses – the following payments were approved and cheques signed where necessary:
	Date
	Amount
	Reason for expenditure
	VAT
	Payee

	1/10/24
	£11.95
	Website fee
	1.66
	34SP

	1/11/24
	£11.95
	Website fee
	1.66
	34SP

	18/11/24
	£84.90
	Clerk’s expenses 
	0
	Kate Lingard 

	18/11/24
	£109.80
	New Battery for VAS Sign
	18.30
	Westcotec Limited 

	18/11/24
	£25 
	Hall Hire 
	0
	Shackleford Centre 

	18/11/24
	£780
	Strim banks and cut hedges in car park and playground
	130
	Greenhill Gardening Matters Ltd 



(b) – Receipts – to note the following:
	Date
	Amount
	Reason 
	Payor

	13/9/24
	£8573
	precept
	GBC

	18/11/24
	£150
	Cyder House Rent 
	Stovolds 



(c) Budget – potential items for the 2025/26 budget, which will be set at the January meeting, were discussed, these included National Insurance changes and work required at the parish car park.

(d)  Annual review of Internal Documents – councillors reviewed and approved the following:
(a) Asset Register as at November 2024
(b) Bank Reconciliation as at Oct 2024
(c) Risk Assessment for 2024
(d) SPC Financial Regulations (Adopted 2022)

48/24 - Other Correspondence - none

49/24 - 	Meeting dates

Monday 20 January 		Tuesday 25 March  
Tuesday 20 May 			Monday 7 July 
Monday 8 September 		Monday 	10 November 

Draft 20/11/24









