SHACKLEFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting on 16 January 2024

Present – Bridget Carter-Manning (Chairman), Fran Nowlan (Vice Chairman), Philip Randall, Sally Wyse, Paula Booth, Matt Furniss (SCC and GBC), Sallie Barker (GBC) and Kate Lingard (Clerk).  
 
Members of the Public – Anthony Isaacs, Peter Stovold, Cameron Leslie, John Miles, Liam Pearce, Sarah Gibson, Stephanie Webster and Neil Smith. 

PUBLIC SESSION  - no matters were raised. 

56/23 - Apologies for Absence – none. 

57/23 - Declarations of Interest – none

58/23 - Minutes of meeting held on 14 November 2023 – approved and signed. 

59/23 - Matters Arising (for information only) – BCM said that the vehicle activated sign had been moved to Hurtmore. PR said that there was a suitable position for the sign on Eashing Lane and the residents in attendance agreed to discuss and decide if they would like the sign to be moved for a stint to Eashing Lane. 

60/23 - County and Borough Councillors 
SB gave the following updates: 
· A new chief executive has been appointed at GBC and would take over in about two months.
· GBC had alerted Police to an alleged housing fraud with its housing maintenance and an investigation was ongoing.
· The 2024/25 GBC budget has been finalised and is due to be approved.
· Crowdfund Guildford has funding of up to £5,000 available for Community lead projects that aim to support local businesses, people and communities. 
· A Housing Support fund is available until 31 March 2024 to help households that are struggling with the costs of living (food or energy bills etc). 
· Nominations for the Mayor’s Awards have opened and can be submitted for individuals or groups who provide a service to the community. More details are available on the GBC website for the Crowdfund, Housing Support and Mayor’s Awards. 
· SB would contact BCM will further update on the maintenance of Hurtmore Field. 

MF gave the following updates:
· He would use some of his 2024 allowance to pay for the removal of the dilapidated concrete bench on Grenville Road but this would not happen until the new financial year. 
· A Highways meeting was planned to discuss flooding issues at Hurtmore Bottom.
· Issues with the ditch alongside Aldro on Lombard St still had not been fixed, but SCC were firm that Aldro are the riparian owners and have a duty to remedy this.
· MF asked that residents continue to report issues to him relating to use of the BOATs (Byways Open to All Traffic) by vehicles, as he was still looking into their closure.
· Unnecessary road signs/A frames on the A3 northbound slip road at Hurtmore were on his list to be tidied up.
· SCC has started a Rights of Way consultation. Clerk to send questionnaire to BCM. 
· School Lane was still due to be resurfaced. SW said there was an issue with running water that MF should ask the team to check before resurfacing begins.
· The Flood Team still have three areas on their list – Hurtmore Bottom, The Street and Jordans. PS said that the team would need to use a camera to assess the issues with the culvert outside Jordans. 

61/23 - Highways and Byways – see 60 and 62. 

62/23 – Eashing Lane Issues and Planning  
· Eashing Lane traffic/safety was discussed. Residents said that the lane was becoming increasingly busy with the development at Ockford Park, the use of Eashing Fields Sang and the lane as a rat-run. Further applications relating to Hurst Farm (including the Hurst Farm Sang with possible pedestrian access and the proposed playing fields) and proposed padel courts would make the situation worse. Residents stressed how dangerous Eashing Lane is for pedestrians and vehicles, and that many children who currently live on the lane are afraid to walk along it. It was reported that there had been a head on collision on the lane in January. It was agreed that adding further access points on Eashing Lane would exacerbate the issues, however, it was felt that occupants of the new Hurst Farm development may well wish to walk along/cross Eashing Lane, so it may be safer to anticipate this and provide them with a well-planned access. 

·  MF said SCC Highways can amend highway proposals even after applications have been approved and he would arrange a meeting with engineers and transport planners to discuss the road design, bearing in mind all the current applications that affect the lane. AI, JM, PR, BCM would like to attend.  The speed limit is due to be reduced to 30mph; there is the possibility of reducing it to 20mph. It was agreed that the main issues that the residents and SPC were concerned with relate primarily to the safety of the lane and to the protection of its rural character/hedgerow and that measures were needed to reduce the volume, speed and size (an HGV ban) of vehicles. 

· AI said that he was worried that it would not be possible to mitigate the damage to the lane and it would be best to oppose the Hurst Farm Sang and its accesses altogether, as Eashing Fields Sang had enough capacity for both Ockford and Hurst Farm developments and there was a possible access to Eashing Field along Chapel Farm Road. PB, PR and BCM still felt that Hurst Farm residents would be tempted to cross Eashing Lane and it was important to make sure they could do so safely. MF and SB would find out the current situation with regards to the Hurst Farm application at GBC and report back. 

· Planning Application 23/P/02127 and 02128 for the erection of four covered/uncovered padel courts with associated landscaping, shelter and parking at land to the north of Meadow Barn Cottage, Eashing Lane GU8 5EP 

These applications were discussed, and councillors decided to object for the following reasons:
· Another access onto the lane would not be desirable for all the reasons raised above and it would be opposite the access for the proposed playing fields. 
· 150m of hedgerow was proposed to be lost, this would damage the character of the lane.
· The property is on AGLV and in the Green Belt and there are no special circumstances that can mitigate the harm this would cause to the Green Belt.
· The site is too small for so many courts and accompanying car spaces. 
· Floodlights would shine directly onto neighbours’ properties.
· It would affect the enjoyment of those using Eashing Fields. 
· The councillors understood that padel is a very popular and growing sport, but this proposed development was simply not in the right location. 

63/23 - Jubilee Field – the current situation is that the PCC and SPC have a difference of opinion on who should have the benefit of the land. The PCC want to sell the Field and use the proceeds for ecclesiastical purposes and SPC believe that the PCC, as a trustee of the Field, should not be allowed to sell the Field and use the proceeds and that the Field should continue to be available for the use, in some form or another that is similar to the trust aims, to the public; for example, as an arboretum. 

AI explained that the Field was not bought by the Church but was bought by the community in 1935 and as such, and in accordance with the advice he had obtained, the Field belonged to the community and it was not right that the Field be lost to the community nor the Church take the funds. The Jubilee Field was one of hundreds bought by communities in memory of King George V to provide open spaces for the public. BCM said that SPC was still waiting for a reply to the latest correspondence between the PCC/SPC and she would try to arrange a meeting to move this matter forwards. 

64/23 - Finance – (a) Expenses – the following payments we approved and cheques signed where necessary:
	Date
	Amount
	Reason for expenditure
	VAT
	Payee

	1/12/23
	£9.95
	Website fee
	1.66
	34SP

	1/1/24
	£9.95
	Website fee
	1.66
	34SP

	16/01/24
	£90.28
	Clerk’s expenses   
	0
	Kate Lingard 

	16/01/24
	£25
	Hall Hire
	0
	Shackleford Centre

	16/01/24
	£120
	Emergency Telephone system annual fee
	20
	Community Heartbeat Trust 

	16/01/24
	£407.72
	Donation to Shackleford Playground Committee to cover insurance 
	0
	Arthur J Gallagher Insurance Brokers Ltd

	16/01/24
	£211.18
	Two sets defibrillator pads (ipad SP1) from Medisave 
	£35.20
	K. Lingard – ordered by clerk from Medisave to expedite delivery 



(b) Budget – the budget for 2024/25 was discussed and it was agreed to ask GBC for the equivalent of a £1.50 increase for a Band D property. This means that a Band D property will pay £45.50 for 2024/25. This will keep the precept roughly the same as 2023/24 (£16,936 for 2023/24 and £16,908.71 for 2024/25) as the number of Band D properties in the parish (worked out by GBC) has decreased this year. 

(c) – Website fee – it was noted that the website fee is increasing from £9.95 to £11.95 pcm.   

65/23 - Other Correspondence – none

66/13 - Next Meetings:
March - Tuesday 19th 		May - Tuesday 7th		July - Monday 1st 		
September - Monday 9th 	November - Tuesday 18th  	DATED 17 Jan 2024
